RESEARCHING THE HISTORY OF YOUR SANTA CRUZ HOUSE
June 1, 2021
INTRODUCTION Joe Michalak

Researching the history of a house has been transformed from what used to be a daunting slog
through an endless stream of unindexed public documents, old newspapers, and city direc-
tories. With the digitization of public records (census, voting, immigration, birth/death) and
newspapers, coupled with the availability of high-speed connectivity, many barriers to access
have been diminished or removed entirely. Except for deeds detailing owners and property
descriptions, the bulk of relevant data—census, immigration, birth, death, and marriage records
can now be located with a few keystrokes without leaving the comfort of your home. Local
newspapers, a primary source for data, are now digitized/scanned, and serve as the equivalent
of today’s social media, capturing the personal triumphs and tragedies of everyday life. While
social media can be deleted with a keystroke, the stories buried in historical newspapers are for-
ever archived. Besides cataloging births, deaths, marriages, and the social life of a community,
newspapers tracked property transfers, building permits, and the work of architects and build-
ers. Today, much of this data is easily accessible if you know where to look.

The one exception is the historical deeds of trust which identify sellers, buyers, and provide an
exact property description. Tracing ownership still requires physically examining indexes and
deeds at the Recorder’s Office. This guide is an attempt to provide a roadmap for researchers so
that they can avoid detours, potholes, and false trails along the way.
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Parcel Map. Link to the Assessor’s Office for a map showing the size/measurement of your
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NExT STEPS: TRACING OWNERSHIP—SANTA CRUZ COUNTY RECORDER’S OFFICE

The next step is crucial to establishing property ownership. The property transfer data (Deed
document number and/or book/page) obtained from the Assessor’s database will give you the
initial information to find previous owners. The Recorder maintains two databases:

1) Current Deeds: 1978 to date-searchable by APN or Name (Grantor/Grantee) on computer

workstations; deeds viewable and printable.

Real Estate Document Access
Santa Cruz County
Iy Criteria: Tax ID 00616202 d for
County Recorder Public Access ‘Showing Records 1 through 9 ( 9 records found as of 05/15/2021 04:11:52 PM count again ) i ! Sl iesions
B)|

satare Other Optons 2
T Neweosth O O (reger B> Sort By

Refine Search

Welcome Visitor.

Welcome Military Discharge JEEEINTFICE FAQ = Date Filed

Real Estate Document Access - T
1 (), 2017-0037267 1170672017 DEED ‘ Q ” % 0 e 00616202 perm
Permanent Index From 01/01/1978 to 05/12/2021

Temporary Index from 05/13/2021 to 05/15/2021
s v 9.9.9.6.9,

Images from 04/01/1997 Search

Party Name:

Party Type: @Both  ()Grantor (OGrantee i‘l}l;‘.’.‘iil%&l Is not avallabe on ths websit.
Date Filed From: nm/dd/yyyy | To:mm/cdryyyy B Instrument #: 2017.0037267
Wt Sec:o
Instrument # From: To: "~ Note: Personal names
Document Type:oeco
Book: Page: | ] Book:
Document TyPe: [ ) 5AN00NMENT OF DISTRICT o have been redacted
(£ ABANDONENT OF HOESTEAD Dbl
- image:

. [m=) Grantor Names.
() ABSTRACT OF JUDGHENT O o e M
(C)accepTanCe ] Xm EXHIBIT “A”
- Grantee Names
AN (o000 e LEGAL DESCRIPTION

1 TRUSTEE
2 TRUSTEE
3 &

Search Clear Form —

SITUATE in the City of Santa Cruz, County of Santa Cruz, State of
California.

oo BEING a part of Lot 6, as the same is shown upon that certain map
Current deeds SearChable by name’ APN’ i em:itled‘, “Map of Effey and Kron’s Addition to Santa Cruz”, filed for

record in the office of the County Recorder of Santa Cruz County on

i i k 7 at 32, Records of Santa Cruz County,

book/page and type of instrument. Deeds are Rugust iAd Aone i s S IS
. . > d  Summ St. ts;
viewable/printable at the Recorder’s Office, BEGINNING at the Soutlieast corner of Brozcway lenc S SiEess ol

running thence along the Soutl aster]
i to the Northwest corner of the lands ;onveyed to Jol .
putnotonline 23633 eet s, "By Deed recorded October 16, 1944 in Voluas ‘dad; “Eoae

Offici Santa Cruz County; thence along the Wes
e utherly 14 feet to the Southwest corner;
i i lands o:

the production of the Southern boundary of said

e O Iy 60.93 feet to the East line of Summer Street; thence
oy the East line of Sumner Street, Northerly 147 feet to the place o

beginning.

of last mentioned lands, So



2) Historic Records: 1850-1977. These carlier deeds are found by searching the bound volumes
organized by date and indexed under the names of the Grantor/Grantee. Using the book/page ref-
erence, you can search the Recorder’s computer database for copies of deeds of trust. These deeds
are stored on microfilm and retrieved using computer workstations. Early deeds are also available
in written form in bound volumes. Recorder’s staff can also print copies of historic deeds for a fee.
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Sometimes ownership clues may be
gleaned by examining historic Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.

For a growing city like Santa Cruz, house numbers were not static, and changed often.
Searching local newspapers under earlier house numbers often identifies property owners and
property transaction dates. Further clues may be found in city directories. When searched by ad-
dress, directories may identify residents and often indicate their profession.

SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAPs
“Sanborn maps are detailed maps of U.S. cities and towns in the 19th and 20th centuries. Origi-
nally published by The Sanborn Map Company (Sanborn), the maps were created to allow fire
insurance companies to assess their total liability in urbanized areas of the United States. Sanborn
maps are valuable for documenting changes in the built environment of American cities over
many decades.Specific changes in an individual site such as when a building was expanded or
torn down, can often be dated within a reasonably accurate time frame, depending on how many
different map editions for that city are available.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanborn_Maps;
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/articles-and-essays/sanborn-time-series/
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Sanborn maps show the footprint of a structure, its shape, type of construction, location, boundar-
ies, street names, and house and block numbers. Comparing the 1928 with the 1950 Sanborn map for
Berkeley Way illustrates the kinds of development changes that can be discovered.

Two additional structures
~,were added to 74 Berkeley
\ Way between 1928 and
€1950.

House numbers changed
with both odd and even
numbers for the same
house. 74 Berkeley Way in
1928 became 241 by 1950.

In 1928 Belevedere Terrace
was devoid of houses; by
1950 expansion was clearly
evident.

While these microfilm copies are in b/w, their
value for documenting a house still obtains.
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What Sanborn maps are available and where?

Maps are available on microfilm, in bound volumes, and online. UC Santa Cruz has Sanborns on-
line; Santa Cruz Public Library has microfilm copies and bound volumes for 1915 and 1928. UC
access is temporarily unavailable as they are for revising their online system (completion expected in
late Summer 2021). Maps are available for: Aptos (1888, 1892, 1908), Ben Lomond (1908, 1926),
Boulder Creek (1892, 1897, 1908, 1921), Capitola (1888, 1892, 1905, 1917, 1927, 1833), Felton
(1895, 1908, 1918), Santa Cruz (1877, 1886, 1888, 1892, 1905, 1917, 1928, 1950), Soquel (1892,
1908) and Watsonsville (1886, 1888, 1892, 1902, 1908, 1920). Note: This list is incomplete as
bound volumes for various years exist at various locations, but their availability is sketchy.
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UC Santa Cruz: https://digitalcollections.library.ucsc.edu/

Maps (color images). From 1877 for various Santa Cruz County cities. May be downloaded.
Quality varies. Also have regional Sanborn maps: San Jose, Santa Clara, etc.

Includes 1917 Sanborn (not available at SCPL or San Jose Public Library)

Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn
Maps (color images). From 1886-1920. High quality images; coverage of Santa County

cities varies.

Santa Cruz Public Library (Microfilm only)
Maps: 1886-1905; 1928, 1950; bound volumes, 1928, 1950.

Museum of Art & History (Archives) Membership required.
Maps: 1928, 1950, 1957, 1961, 1963 (bound volumes)

San Jose Public Library

Maps: 1886, 1888, 1892, 1905, 1928, 1950 available online from ProQuest. Available to
any citizen of California with presentation of ID at the Library (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library, 150 E. San Fernando St., San José, CA 95112) https://www.sjpl.org/house

LAND OWNERSHIP MAPS (CADASTRAL)

Standard Map Service (Plat), 1931, 1944, 1947 (Available online at UCSC Digital Collections.
hteps://digitalcollections.library.ucsc.edu/) These maps will be available when UCSC completes its
overhaul of its digital collections website (Summer 2021). The Standard Map Atlas is a useful for
validating property ownership information developed from other sources. Local coverage includes
three years: includes names of property owners and large parcels.

{ Contrast the develop-
ment of Berkeley Way
and surrounding area.
Large swatches of land
were undeveloped in

the 1930s, but by 1947

¥ most of the property
adjacent to Branciforte
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- Reed Way and Belvedere
i . Terrace underwent trans-
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The names on the map
% help confirm grantor/
= grantee data.
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Foreman & Wright, Survey Map of the City of Santa
Cruz, 1866. (1944 rendition Online at the County of
Santa Cruz, Geographic Information Service(GIS). The
Foreman & Wright Survey Map was commissioned as
part of the Town of Santa Cruz’s incorporation applica-
tion to the State of California.

Hatch Map, 1889. (Online at UCSC Digital Collec-
tions). Compiled and published by Andrew Jackson
Hatch. This map is the first official map of Santa Cruz
County showing not only landowners, but towns, creeks,
roads, and mountains. The original lithographed map is
divided into 51 sections. Becase of its large size (5 feet
wide by 4 feet high), the online version at UCSC is di-
vided into 32 tiles for easier viewing. Stanley D. Stevens
has published a rich history of the origins of the map,
its creator, and the numerous individuals named on the
map. Names on the Map, Santa Cruz: Museum of Art &
"- | /= =mo N T iy History, 2020.

> 7\ X
Tl

R

Foreman & Wright, Survey Map of Santa Cruz,
1866. Detail of Beach Hill.

Section of 1889 Hatch Map showing portions of

Watsonville and Pajaro.

1923 City of Santa Cruz Survey Map. Arnold
Baldwin, Surveyor. Map identifies original devel-
opers of major tracts and parcels. Includes some
identification of smaller parcel owners. Baldwin,
a graduate engineer from UC Berkeley served

as the County Surveyor for twenty years until
his death at the age of 72 in 1955. Not available
online; UCSC Special Collections.




BuiLDING PERMITS

The Santa Cruz City Council issued building permits until the mid-
1920s, after which permits were issued by the Building Department.
The permit history of a house in the City of Santa Cruz can be ob-
tained from the Planning Department (Zoning Desk, 2™ fl.). The
County issues permit histories at the Assessor’s Office; homeowner ID

required. Local newspapers are a valuable source for locating building
permit information and deed transactions. Newspapers published this
type of data up until the 1950s. Not to be overlooked are the Santa

Cruz Genealogical Society’s valuable indices covering building permits
in the City of Santa Cruz as reported in local newspapers from 1909—

1924. Available at the Public Library.
DiSCOVERING THE PROPERTY OWNERS

Once you've uncovered some bits of data on
property owners, whether it’s based on a title

search, or information gleaned by searching newspapers
and city directories, or examining Sanborn maps to track |
address changes, there is no one method that works for

everyone. If access to the Recorder’s Office is problematic,

Building permits issued

to Pedro Chisem and his
alter ego, “P. Chishold”of
Berkeley Way as reported
in the Santa Cruz Sentinel,
June, September 1910

I
! Among
ing permits
Monday wa

you can piece together bits and pieces of data by searching
addresses/names in newspapers to discover property transactions and owners. Once you have a
name, you can trace that person through city directories, U.S. Census records, birth, death, and
marriage records, and land ownership maps. Here are some of the key sources to guide you on

your journey.
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Building permits as follows were |

granted Monday morning by the City
Council

P. Chishold \terations, Berkeley
[ Way, $100
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8150

alteration Branc
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eet, $1775

I. R. Sheehan residence, River- |
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Rive: |
side avenue, $850. |
Chr Church,

street, $200.

, storehouse, Soquel

Mrs. J. R. Sheehan residence

tian Science altera
t

t

tions, Ocean

avenue, $275.
F, M. Embree, alterations, Bethany |

\
|
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|
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| ¢

lvir«‘[‘n $160.

it eidhimssaomdin

the applications for build-
before the city council on |
s one from P, B, Chisem
esidence on Berkeley Way, |

ANCESTRY.COM (Online at Santa Cruz Public Library or personal subscription)
Premier source for wide-range of data including:

Census/Voter records, Birth/Marriage/
Death, Immigration, Military service,
City Directories (Santa Cruz, 1902—
1981, with gaps), and Family Trees.

Public Member Trees can provide a rich
trove of data on family members,
especially if they are public trees, not
private. Look for members who cite a
large number of sources as the content
has often been validated. Avoid the ones
who merely replicate the work of others
and offer no new data or repeat errors.

S ancestry

Home Trees Search DNA Help Extras

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

Place your ancestor might have lived
c tat

IEZIZEN stow feweroptions a [ Match all terms exactly

Add event: Birth Marriage Death LivedIn AnyEvent Morev
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Keyword

Gender Race/Nationality

- Select -- v
Collection Focus

All Collections v

[ Historical Records (4 Family Trees

[ stories & Publications

B coorsencr

(4 Photos & Maps

Upgrade
Search

Recently Viewed

Consider searching variant
forms of a name as errors &
occur in historic records. E
This is especially true for  ©
census and immigration
records. For example,
Sweeney can become
Sweny. Thomas A. Swee- |,
ney can be found under |
numerous variations: T. A. |
Sweeney, Thomas Sweeney,
T. Sweeney.
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Public Member Tree record from Ancestry.com for Clara Alice Martin, aka, Ahce Taylor. Note the
chronological personal history, list of family members
and list of validated linked sources. Clicking on any

of these sources will expand your research further.

1880 U.S. Census record for Alice Taylor, aka,

Clara Alice Martin.

Alice Taylor

in the 1880 United States Federal Census

@ View blank form

Gender:

# Add or update information

Relation to Head of House:

Report a problem
A Reportay Marital status:

Spouse’s Name:

Oceupation:

1880 U.S. Census record et
for Alice Taylor extracted e en=:
from original record.

Name:
Age:

Birth Date:
Birthplace:

Home in 1880:
Owelling Number:

Race:

Alice Taylor

23

Abt 1857

Maine

New Limerick, Af\pstook, Maine, USA

120

White

Female

Wife

Maried

Edger C. Taylor
Keeping House
View others on page

Name

qm ancestry

Clara Allce Martin

2

"~ M Brother Howard W. Martn (1669-)

m’, m”iz A
nn..ng//) 485

SCHEOULE |.—nhabitants in _Fus /s, o4 &

1880 U.S. Census et ot

Edger C. Taylor

Alice Taylor

Save & create tree v | Cancel

NEWSPAPERS

= vu 2 ] ﬁ%«ﬁ:«

bl Lt G ;
)

(7977 I S i X

Newspapers.com (Available remotely to SCPL card holders) Aggregates over 20,000 newspapers
from 1770-2000s. Includes newspaper archive for:

Santa Cruz Sentinel (various titles), (1862—2005) with

coverage gaps, 1913-1931.

Santa Cruz Evening News, (1907-1941) Some gaps in

covceage.

Santa Cruz Surf, (1883-1907) Rich source of local history

and opinions not covered by other papers.
(Microfilm copies of all papers and print indexes

available at SCPL).

Other Newspaper sources:

Warsonville Register-Pajaronian, (1864—2012) Available

from SCPL link, or

News

ILY REPUBLICAN

INS ELEGTII]N 1

Headline from Apr 25, 1898

ol

Recently Added Newspapers Seeall

Newspapers.com data is indexed using Optical Charac-
ter Recognition technology which reads the text from
historic newspapers on microfilm. The image quality of
historical newspapers varies so searches often produce
errors/“false drops.” When searching personal names,
search variant forms of a name to insure accurate
results.

https://www.cityofwatsonville.org/1411/Watsonville-Historical-Newspaper-Archive

California Digital Newspaper Collection (CDNC) Online at SCPL or at CDNC.UCR.EDU.
California papers from 1846-1922; same coverage as Newspapers.com for local papers. Includes
Daily Alta California, 1846-1891; Sacramento Daily Union, 1851-1899, San Francisco Call, etc.

Can perform sophisticated Boolean searches (AND, OR, NOT), a function not available on

Newspapers.com.

NewsBank, (Available remotely to SCPL card holders)
Santa Cruz Sentinel, 1999—to present (supplements Newspapers.com which only indexes
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https://www.cityofwatsonville.org/1411/Watsonville-Historical-Newspaper-Archive

Santa Cruz Sentinel up to 2005)

San Jose Mercury-News and San Francisco Chronicle (1985—to present)
Covers thousands of U.S. and world news sources besides newspapers.

New York Times (SCPL online with registration requirements)

Crty DIRECTORIES/PHONE BOOKS
City directories and phone books are U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995
useful for placlng people at a particular m Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name To browse this image set, select from

place at a particular time. They may also == thecpionsbeton.

State
Exact. Exact.
v Choose... v

; .
tell you a person’s occupation and where e tacton 1902
Lived In Santa Cruz County, Xalifornia, USA igg;
1908
1910
1913
1917
1922
1924
1925
1926
1927

they worked. scto
Any Event Cou State, Cou
CCStIY°C0m/Herlta'ge QuCSt Add family member:  Spouse
Online coverage of Santa Cruz City plnthiddistanats) - fasthame

Spouse

Directories from 1902—1981. Some Keyword

gaps in coverage. Includes directories s ot s s

e U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995 for Rose Rostron

for many Cltles across California > SantaCruz > 1953 > Santa Cruz, California, City Directory, 1953

the US u Gn lab Santa Cruz Artichoke and Sprout Growers Assoc h13(
" Zenltgrﬁn(wid Eug) h2344 Felt

an i i ar y Rossiter Bernice A Mrs sten City police dept r120 Kenneth
S ta Cruz PllbllC lel‘ nJack ; (eBernlce A) drftsmn Cnﬁty Assgssor h120 Kenneth

tron Etha B (wid Albert E) h1021 Ocean 1950
(Genealogy Room, D owntown ??Zsoselzwld Geo(l-‘l) h242 Berkeley way 1953
b »Vivian r242 Berkeley way ig;:
Rotary Club meets Hotel Palomar
Ll rary) Raothrxmt h148 Mason

wAlf J (Camilla; Roth Court) h622 7th av
»Court (Alf J Roth) motel 622 Tth ay

rsinlimatinn » Tne Matne

Santa Cruz City Directories,
1921-1968 (Print) Early City
& Phone Directories under various titles available on microfilm.
Museum of Art & History (Archives) Membership required

Santa Cruz City Directories, 1921-1968 (Print); Local Phone Books, 1907+ (Print)

Historic PHoTOS

Old photographs convey a clear idea of a structure’s former appearance and help establish a build-
ing’s relationship to its surroundings. In addition to the sources listed here, a prime commercial
source for historical photographs is the collection at Covello & Covello Photography. The firm
was founded by the late photographer Ed Webber in 1938 and provided news photos to the Santa
Cruz Sentinel from 1938 to 1969. Besides thousands of stock negatives, Covello & Covello has an
extensive collection of photographs from mid-nineteenth century through the 1930s.
hteps://www.covellocovello.com/ Contacting individuals who post Public Member Trees on An-
cestry.com can also be a rich source for personal photos.

Santa Cruz County Historic Photographic Collection, UCSC Library Digital Collections.
UCSCs collection of photographs spans more than 100 years of Santa Cruz city and county
development and activity. Notable subjects include Santa Cruz architecture before and after the
Loma Prieta Earthquake (1989). “The collection documents communities and towns, some now
gone; businesses and stores; industries: logging, mining, farming, ranching; the natural
surroundings: beaches, forests, rivers, creeks, lagoons; cultural events and entertainment:

10



theater, exhibits, celebrations, parades; IESWE A UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

institutions: government, churches, schools,

. . . . . peen Al o pr—— R B e .
libraries; military displays and recreation:

team sports, camping, and fishing; and B
means of transportation: railroads, streetcars,
airplanes, automobiles, ships and boats. The
bulk of the photographs (almost 11,000)
document the city of Santa Cruz, but there

are many images of the North and South

county as well.”

The MAH Archive

The Santa Cruz Museum of Art &

m History (MAH) Photo Archive has

The MAH's expansive archive is open by appointment an extensive Collection Of historic

and offers research material pertaining to all aspects of

$

Guide to the Hollis Peck Photo Guide to the Black Album (Big  Guide to the Black Pebble Grair Santa Cruz County's history.

Album Collection (1900 - 1940) Basin) Photo Collection Photo Album Collection Santa CruZ County 1 9th Century
Please contact us at 831.429.1964 x7019 or
archives@santacruzmah.org for any research requests.
~ ; and early 20th Century photographs
ﬁ m Browse the MAH's Archive covering a wide-range of topics.
) suidezo;nesmwnm)bu:‘n Gui:etnl?:smw“u?mer GuideIu':heFrarl\Ices.Andersun httpS://arChives'Santacruzmah'org/
guides/photograph-collection/
# 9 SANTA CRUZ PUBLIC LIBRARIES n
% Local History
X

Santa Cruz Public Library has a

Collections Other Resources About Ask Us! SCPL Home

large collection of photographs from
the 1860s through the 2000s. Photograph Collection

Photographs from the 1860's to the 2000's, documenting the history of Santa Cruz County.
[More]

View All Iltems in Photograph Collection

MyHeritage.com offers photo servic-

. . "Daniel Webster" tree at Henry Cowell Moose Lodge United States Restaurant
es to transfer black and white images Redwoods ate Par
into enhanced color photos. y
@ MyHeritage Family tree Photos Research DNA

See your heritage in color

Upload black & white or faded color photos and be amazed by the results

11



Historic BUILDING SURVEYS

The Santa Cruz Historic Building Surveys
provide a comprehensive planning tool for the
identification, evaluation, and treatment of his-
toric properties. The Surveys inventory (v, 1976,
vIl, 1989, vIII, 2013) over six hundred structures
and are available for download at the City’s web-
site. Criteria for evaluation is based on standards
developed by the National Park Service and the
U.S. Secretary of the Interior.

e

. SANTA CRUZ HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY
Surveys are based on a comprehensive evalua- VOLUME 11l - March 2013

tion of each property based on specific criteria for
analyzing the integrity of each structure as well as  suwmnene

Effey/Alzina House

Queen Anne

the historic significance of past occupants and any @i
events important in local, regional, or national his-
tory.

Each property is extensively researched to docu-
ment historic authenticity and integrity (DPR

5 23) ' This ca. 1893 two-story Queen Anne-style residence is an imposing composition of interlocking details.
The complex hipped and gabled form, with its projecting two-story bay window, cantilevered second
story wing, and recessed entry porch are clearly architect-designed. The house may have been designed
by architect, Edward Van Cleeck, although no sources have been located to confirm the architect. The

l f h . . 3.1 . house was constructed for Frank Alzina, son of early settler, Francisco Alzina. Frank worked as a butcher
[—— and married Lora Pfund Effey, an esteemed local teacher, in 1887. Alzina first built a barn on the property
Examp c€o 1storic evaluation m;‘;‘;‘;“;&";‘xﬂ 1852 and soon after ths residence, In recent times It was owned by Hulda Hoover McLean until 2006,

McLean was one of Santa Cruz County's first female supervisors and was the niece of former President
Herbert Hoover. The house continues to be owned by the McLean family.

form for 512 Walnut Avenue,
Santa Cruz. The house was de-
signed by architect Edward L.
Van Cleeck for Frank Alzina, son

| 105

Evaluation findings are
summarized in volume III,

of early pioneer Francisco Alzina. published in 2013.

Frank was a butcher, married to

esteemed local teacher Lora Effey.

Until 2006, The home was owned by Hulda Hoover McLean

Santa Cruz County’s second
female supervisor.

Surveys are the first place to look
to see if your house is listed as an
historic resource. The County of Santa Cruz maintains a list
of historic properties and can be obtained by contacting their Planning Department. The City of
Capitola maintains a list of historic structures (Planning Department) as well as the City of Scotts
Valley, https://www.scottsvalley.org/239/City-Historical-Landmarks.

12



Historic CONTEXT STATEMENTS

Historic Context Statements provide an overview of the historic development of a city with
examples of property types such as districts, buildings, and features, which represent the patterns
of growth. Context Statements are critical for understanding, identifying, evaluating, and protect-
ing those resources which give each community its individual character and sense of place. If you
want to discover how a city developed its character, these surveys are essential. The County of San-
ta Cruz and the cities of Santa Cruz, Capitola, and Watsonville context statements are available on
their websites or from their Planning Departments.

Historic Context Statement
for the

Historic
Context
Statement

01;0%1 AL}”IFEA %II;FI}(Z Historic Context Statement

For the City of Capltola

COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ

SURVEY OF HISTORIC RESOURCES FINAL REPORT

Watsonville, California
April 2007

Prepared by

2 Cra

AND
CONTEXT STATEMENT

1994 2000
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

The architectural development of local communities is examined in Historic Context Statements
as an overview, but a detailed analysis of individual properties and their history is not included.
opend For the City of Santa Cruz, John Chase’s, The Sidewalk Companion to
prhitensbesmersniers Sidewalk Companion to Santa Cruz Architec- A
wamns tyre offers a broad survey of neighborhoods,
and the individual properties of historic
significance. The earlier editions (1975, 1979)
formed the basis of the City of Santa Cruz,
Historic Building Surveys (1976, 1989). The |
porende® 3rd ed., published in 2005 also &

s includes biographies of local
architects/designers/builders. A S a n t a C ruz
supplementary list of buildings Architecture

designed/built by local firms is e S
included_ e Edited by Judith Steen

Pasatiempo Chapter by
revised and enlarged Daniel P. Gregory

He was bom in
San Jose and graduated from San Jose State University 25 an art major in 1966,

207

Appendix A:
Biographies...,
Appendix B:
List of build-
ings by firms
working in
Santa Cruz.

Appendix B
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At 848 pages, Virginia McAlester’s 2013 monumental
Field Guide to American Houses is the premier source
for detailed descriptions of styles and their origin.

Well-illustrated with hundreds of drawings and photos.

PRINCIPAL ROOF FORMS

SPINDLEWORK FREE CLASSIC

e conmon
finial ——__ AL IOUR

PATTERNED MASONRY ‘
|

TYPICAL DECORATIVE DETAILS

The interpretation of an architectural style may vary depend-
ing on the knowledge of the architect/builder, availability of
materials, and regional differences. The interpretation of the
Queen Anne style may vary considerably covering a wide-
range differing of structures. While some have candle-snuffer
corner turrets and wrap-around porches, others are a blended
mixture of Colonial Revival, Shingle, or Craftsman style. Of-
ten there is an abundance of brackets, decorative trusses, and
an entry door with a single pane at the top.

Appendix C

the turn of the century. The earliest Italianate houses are square with hip roofs and few details. Later, and
‘more commonly, they are cither flat fronted or have angle bays and low roofs with a cornice at the eaves
or parapet that obscures the roof. Characteristic details are a bracketed corice, turned balustrades, tall,
narrow windows with flat or rounded tops and prominent lintels, a raised front porch and claborately
detailed entrance portico, quoins, and sometimes a rusticated fagade. Most surviving commercial
Italianate is brick with wooden or metal trim, usually flat fronted with pediments and cresting over the
parapet.

Architectural Styles in Santa Cruz

Stick and Eastlake: (18805-1890) The Victorian-era Stick style s frequently used in combination with

Eastlake. The Eastlake ornamentation is characterized by bold use of geometric shapes, three-

dimensional pattern, curved brackets, rows of lathe-turned spindles, incised carving, grooved moldings,

circular perforations, sunburst-motif panels, bent roofline, and stained glass. Additionally, there is an

overlay of plain or molded Stick work that resembles half timbering and suggests the balloon frame

construction of the time, with high, steep roof lines, and extending window frames beyond the windows,
i . Curved s placed by diagonal brackets.

the late barogue architecture amilr 1 them in Mesico, which had in turn been

thick valls and a roof of thatch, brea (the natural tar found in Calfornia,or tie.

the 18405 (Armas and Rodriguez adobes).

Queen Anne: (1885-1900) Originally an English style formulated by Richard Norman Shaw in the 18605,
and bearing little relation to the architecture of the time of Queen Anne, it went through many
transformations before it arrived in California after 1885. Less formal than earlier Victorian styles, it
sought to be picturesque with an asymmetrical plan, complex roof line, corner towers, and gables. It

John.
comiortable boarc-and-batten house at 114 Escalona Drve.
The sidewalk Companion

[leanaypayoay

Gothic Revi! frequently displays a variety of textures and colors in bands of different siding materials including brick,

Goticand i clapboard, and shingles. The buildings also have bay windows of various shapes, porches, and balconies,

Modeied sl and a variety of predominantly classical ornamental details. In Santa Cruz, many aspects of the Queon

pesig Anne house blended into Colonial Revival, Shingle, and Craftsman styles by the end of the nineteenth

e e century.

Tudor-arched

Revvalderve Shingle: (1885-1906) Similar to the Queen Anne, particularly as it appeared in the Eastern United States,

fomantic. nown for simpli a a massing of forms. The
X walls and hipped and gabled roofs are shingled and include frequently curving wall surfaces. Banded

Halisnate windows contributed to a general horizontal emphasis. In Santa Cruz, the Shingle style is often found

Inthe 186053 ‘mixed with other styles.

and siteent A

cornices, pe 5

pilasersora

including the

The City of Santa Cruz, Historic
Building Survey, vIII (2013).

Architectural Styles in
Santa Cruz, 7he Sidewalk
Companion to Santa Cruz

Architecture, 3rd., 2005. Santa Cruz.

Elaborate Queen Anne
cottage, 1408 Broadway,

A Field
Guide to

American

| S

and Understanding America’s
Domestic Architecture

Virginia Savage McAléstér

VICTORIAN HOUSES

Queen Anne

1880-1910

IDENTIFYING FEATURES
Steeply pitched roof of rregular shape, usually with a dominant front-facing gables pat-
terned shingles, cutaway bay windows, and other devices used to avoid a smooth-walled
appearance; asymmetrical facade with partial or full-width porch which is usually one
story high and extended along one or both side wall.

PRINCIPAL SUBTYPES
Queen Anne houses are most conveniently subdivided into two sets of overlapping sub-
types. The first is based on characteristic variations in shape; the second on distinctive
patterns of decorative detailing.

SHAPE SUBTYPES
Four principal shape subtypes can be distinguished:

HIPPED ROOF WITH LOWER CROSS GABLES—Over half of all Queen Anne houses have a
steeply hipped roof with on or more lower cross gables. Most commonly there are two
cross gables, one front-facing and one side-facing, both asymmetrically placed on their

Unlike most hipped roofs, in which the ridge runs parallel to the front
facade, Queen Anne hipped ri i front-to-back, ide of the
house. Others have pyramidal roofs with no ridge or merely a small fla deck crowning
the hip. The hipped portion of the roof may have a gable-on-hip added; dormers and ad-
ditional gables are common. A tower, when present, is most commonly placed at one cor-
ner of the front facade. The roof form of this subtype is among the most distinctive
Queen Anne characteristics and occurs in examples ranging from modest cottages to
high-style landmarks.

CROSS-GABLED ROOF—About 20 percent of Queen Anne houses have simple cross-gabled
foofs without a central, hipped unit. These are normally of L-shaped plan; a tower, when
present, is usually embraced within the L.

FRONT-GABLED ROOF—About 20 percent of Queen Anne houses have a full-width front
gable which dominates the front facade. This form occurs most frequently in detached
urban houses. A tower, when present, is usually placed at one corner of the front facade.

Tows HousE—Detached Queen Anne urban houses usually have front-gabled roofs (as in
the type just described). Attached row houses are uncommon but occur in both gabled

McAlester, excerpt from 1984 edition.




BIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES

“The subject of your research, of course, will determine which, if any,
biographical or historical reference sources will be useful for informa-
tion on owners and occupants. Of the biographical and historical books i CRUZ oy,

N
TG "“‘”‘ ‘

SRR e
f W.W.Elliott’s 5

concerning Santa Cruz County, Elliott’s, Santa Cruz County, California,
authored by Rev. S. H. Willey, Dr. C. L. Anderson, Edward Martin, and
others, published in 1879, is the carliest and perhaps the most inportant || VNERIESEE rod
architectural source. Its many engravings provide an extensive record of s

the town’s appearance at the time.” John Chase, 7he Sidewalk Companion -

to Santa Cruz Architecture, 3rd. ed. Santa Cruz: Museum of Art & His-
tory, 2005.

—

INDEXED EDITION

The Museum of Art & History,
Leon Rowland, wrote a local history column, “Circuit Rider” for the 1997 reprint
Santa Cruz Evening News in the 1940s. This column and other research formed the basis for Sanza
Cruz: The Early Years, (Paper Vision Press, 1980). Rowland provides a vivid, detailed account of
the early settlers and the times they lived in, profiling some of the most significant historical fig-
ures, their accomplishments and deeds. Also included is an exhaustive account of Los Fundadores,
the founding families of Santa Cruz. Rowland maintained a vast card file on local historical figures
and events. The repository is now available online at UCSC: https://library.ucsc.edu/speccoll/
rowland-collection-about-the-rowlands. Another newspaper reporter, Ernest Otto, wrote “Old
Santa Cruz,” a column for the Santa Cruz Sentinel from the 1930s until the early 1950s. While
not a historian, his work detailed people and events as he experienced them first hand. Preston
Sawyer, Sentinel proofreader and photographer, wrote a column, “Santa Cruz Yesterdays,” from
1948-1959. Each week he contributed an old photo and wrote a historical account of events sur-
rounding the photo.

A LAST DETAIL
In 1990, The Santa Cruz Couty Historical Trust, published, | Ever y Strucmre
Every Structure Tells A Story. While technology has ’ Te]_ls A Story

advanced, making public sources more accessible, the
research tools discussed are still valid today. It is well
worth the time to consult Every Structure for its broad
description of city directories, land ownership maps,
local newspapers, and bibliographies. Although
out-of-print, it is available for download at:
https://santacruzmah-craftcms.s3-us-west-1.
amazonaws.com/uploads/EveryStructureTellsAStory.pdf

Joe Michalak, Please send comments and corrections to:
joemichl@gmail.com. This document will be revised frequently.
©2021
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