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Introduction 
 
On or about May 1st 2011, Marion Pokriots and I, at the invitation of 

Carol Sutherland, Deputy County Recorder for Santa Cruz County, examined 
some marriage documents that has been brought into the County Recorder’s 
Office from the County’s warehouse. 

Ms. Sutherland sought our opinion on what ought to be done with them. 
Our recommendation was that preservation for public access was essential. I 
remarked to Ms. Sutherland, “before these documents are sent to be treated 
by the conservation firm, you ought to know what you have. If anything should 
happen to them in transit or during the process of conservation, it would be a 
great loss to the County Recorder and the public.” 

I offered to do an inventory. I started on May 10th, 2011, and by the 
time the inventory was completed on July 5th, 2013, we had extracted the 
essential data from more than 4300 documents. 

I recruited Barbara Keeney Clark to assist me. Our team worked each 
week for about five or six hours each. The project was a gratifying 
experience, knowing that our product would help researchers solve some 
mysteries about people married in Santa Cruz County. 

We discovered that during the earliest years of the formation of the 
County, some marriages were not recorded in County Marriage Books. We also 
discovered that these 4300+ certificates were ONLY those NOT RETURNED 
to the parties being married. 

USERS OF THIS DATA MUST UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS ONLY A 
PORTION OF THE MARRIAGES PERFORMED IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 
DURING THE 1851-1940 PERIOD. The County Recorder’s Office has 
additional data covering the same period, and, of course, current records. 
THE ABSENCE OF A MARRIAGE RECORD IN THIS DATABASE DOES NOT 
MEAN THAT A MARRIAGE DIDN’T TAKE PLACE. For additional information, 
ask for assistance at the Recorder’s Office. 

The compilers take this opportunity to extend thanks to Carol 
Sutherland and her entire County Recorder staff for their help and support 
during the two-years and three months that this project required. Their warm 
and gracious attitude made us feel that we were welcome and appreciated. 

 
 

Stanley D. Stevens 
Santa Cruz, September 2013 



 

 
GUIDELINES ON USE OF THE DATABASE 

 
The database, created using the FileMaker application, has been converted to 
a PDF (portable file document) so that it can be read on either a PC or Mac. 

 
Sample Record 

 
 
Not all fields of the Record have data available. Each field may be searched 
in the PDF individually by placing the cursor in a field and conducting a search. 
Another method of searching, e.g., a surname anywhere in any record, is to 
conduct a global search. A regular FIND command will search the entire 
database and retrieve a set of records that contain the item searched. 
Scrolling through the found-set will allow the researcher to determine whether 
any in the set contains relevant data. 
 

 
 
 



 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

DOCUMENT NUMBER: Each document has a unique number. It was also 
written in pencil on the original document by the compilers. The indexes 
provided in all supplemental material refer to the Document Number. 
 
PART A, B, C, D, E: Some original documents have more than one part; 
e.g., multiple marriages on the same piece of paper. Some are permissions by 
a parent of an under-aged woman (the law required a woman to be 18). 
 
RACE: Only one marriage of a Black couple was among these documents 
(Document No. 3938); two were Japanese (Documents No. 3911, 4002). 
However, Race was not recorded on most of the Documents. California 
reporting requirements varied from time to time. 
 
WITNESSES: Some certificates contain no information on Witnesses. 
Others vary in number. The residences of witnesses are not always indicated. 
 
RECORDED IN COUNTY MARRIAGES: Whenever the document contained the 
Volume and Page number in which the Marriage was recorded, this data was 
entered. Many of the early documents bore no information in this respect, so 
we looked up the data in the various volumes of MARRIAGES extant in the 
Recorder’s Office. There is a set of microfiche containing images of later 
volumes, but no microfiche reader was available during the project. 
 
NEWSPAPER CITATIONS: The late Sara A. Bunnett compiled Marriages from 
Early Newspapers (1856-1908) and (1909-1919), published by the Genea-
logical Society of Santa Cruz County. These indexes were used, and the Index 
to the Mountain Echo, Boulder Creek, California (1896-1916). Collectively, 
these cover the Santa Cruz Sentinel, the Santa Cruz Surf, and the Mountain 
Echo. Unfortunately, there is no equivalent for Watsonville newspapers. 
Thomas Ninkovich’s The Slav Community of Watsonville, California, As 
reported in old newspapers (1881-1920) was the primary source for Croatians. 
 
VARIANT DATA: Whenever we found more than one spelling of a name, or 
any different data reported in newspapers, we entered those variants in 
(parentheses). Whenever [square brackets] are used, the data is supplied by 
the compilers.  



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
A typical 20th Century License 
 

 
Printed on the back of the document is the County Recorder’s recording of the 
document showing, NOT the date of the marriage, but the date on which it 
was entered into a Marriage Book, with the Book Number, and Page.  

 


